CHAPTER XVIII

THE MASTER AND THE NEW AGE

Advancing step by step towards the goal of his life,
Vijaykrishna became not only a Chaitanyaite, but the
very reviver of Chaitanyaism. The age in which he
flourished being a Scientific age, an enlightened culture-
epoch, nobody would acclaim the greatness of one who is
merely a Bhakta, however great and transcendental he
may be, unless he has tried 'to spell, in part, the runes
of these, our days.' Even Chaitanya will not have his
full quota of appreciation in this age. Vijaykrishna,
through his Sadhana and teachings, kept himself in
closest touch with the thought-currents of the Modern Age,
although after the comparative subsidence of the Bhakti-
feeling, he returned like the New Adam to the Old Paradise.
This is Vijaykrishna par excellence.

The rapprochement of Science and Religion is a
remarkable trait in the life of Vijaykrishna. While learn-
ing Medical Science in Calcutta, he came to believe that
Science, if studied with insight, brings a man's mind about
to religion, as we have already seen. But Science has
liberated human thought, and at his first entrance into
the Samaj, Vijaykrishna was in the thick of the fight
between Authority and free thought. Nourishing himself
with the light of his inner sun, Vijaykrishna discredited
physical or angelic media in matters religious and said that
like waters of the holy Ganges, that are defiled in her lower
course, the doctrines received from the wonder-working
prophets and seers, are soiled and cumbered, however
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